Travellers In India

and equipped with a copious store of general
information. Pietro della Valle came to India
spurred solely by the desire for knowledge.
Speaking of such travellers as these, in whose
voyagings desire for profit has been no incen-
tive, Sir Henry Yule remarks that "tjie Prince
of all such is Pietro della Valle, the most in-
satiate in curiosity, the most intelligent in
apprehension, the fullest and most accurate in
description."*

Born at Rome in 1586, Pietro della Valle,
after seeing a certain amount of military service,
joined, in 1611, a Spanish fleet on an expedition
to Barbary. Owing to a disappointment in love,
he left and went to Naples, and, assuming the
habit of a pilgrim, gained the sobriquet of
" Pellegrino," He began his travels proper in
1614. In that year he embarked for Constanti-
nople in a Venetian ship, and in the following
year travelled in Asia Minor, Egypt, and Pales-
tine. At Baghdad he met and married an
Assyrian Christian, who accompanied him in
his travels through Persia, but, to Della Valleys
great grief, died near the Gulf of Ormuz, The
bereaved husband caused the remains to be cof-
fined, and carried them with him in all his sub-
sequent travels, until he finally returned to
Rome. At Bander Ser he tried to embark for
India, but found it difficult owing to the fact
that the English and Persians were besieging

* Diary of Sir W. Hedges, Hak, Soc. Edition, yol. n, p. 343.
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